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SUBJECT: FOREIGN WORKERS 

1 . DOMESTIC POLITICAL SENSITIVITY OVER EMPLOYMENT OF FOREIGN 
WORKERS IN INDONESIA WAS STRESSED BY RECENTLY APPOINTED CHIEF OF 
FOREIGN LABOR EMPLOYMENT SERVICE OF GOI MANPOWER DEPARTMENT 
(SAMSURI) DURING COURTESY CALL BY EMBOFF. 

2. WHILE DECLINING TO PROVIDE STATISTICAL DATA MAINTAINED BY HIS 
OFFICE UNTIL HE HAD APPROVAL FROM HIS DIRECTOR GENERAL, SAMSURI 
SAID THAT HERE ARE ROUGHLY 16,000 WORK PERMITS ISSUED TO FOREIGN 
WORKERS. MAJOR NATIONALITIES INCLUDE FILIPINO, MALAYSIAN, KOREAN, 
AND JAPANESE. ABOUT TEN PERCENT OF WORK PERMITS ARE HELD BY 
AMERICANS, MAINLY EMPLOYED IN PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, CITING 
CRITICISM OF EMPLOYING FOREIGN WORKERS FROM PARLIAMENTARY SOURCES 
AS WELL AS "MAN ON THE STREET," SAMSURI EXPLAINED THAT GOI IS VERY 
CAUTIOUS IN GIVING ANY PUBLICITY TO NAGNITUDE OF PROGRAM, OR 
BREAKDOWNS BY COUNTRY OF ORIGIN. 

3. SAMSURI CONCEDED THAT FOREIGN WORKERS ARE INDEED NECESSARY TO 
INDONESIA'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, PARTICULARLY WHEN QUALIFIED 
INDONESIANS ARE NOT AVAILABLE. MAJOR PROBLEM AREA ON ISSUANCE OF 
WORK PERMITS IS IN FORESTRY, WHERE MANY MALAYSIANS AND FILIPINOS 
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IN RELATIVELY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME FOR SKILLS REQUIRED. HOWEVER? 

HE BEMOANED THE FACT THAT THE AVAILABLE INDONESIANS LIVE IN JAVA AND 
REFUSE TO ACCEPT EMPLOYMENT IN FAR-OFF KALIMANTAN, WHERE THE 
FORESTRY INDUSTRY IS CENTERED. 

4. COMMENT/ ISSUANCE OF WORK PERMITS MAY WELL BECONE INCREASINGLY 
CONTROVERSIAL TOPIC, ALTHOUGH TOTAL NUMBER OF FOREIGN WORKERS 
IS RELTIVELY SMALL, THERE IS RESENTMENT AGAINST THEIR EMPLOYMENT, 
PARTICULARLY IN SEMI-SKILLED JOBS, WHICH GENERALLY ARE HELD BY 
WORKERS FROM NIEGHBORING COUNTRIES. CRITICISM OF IMPORTING 
EXECUTIVE/MANAGERIAL PERSONNEL IS ALSO HEARD ON GROUNDS THAT 
INDONESIANS SHOULD BE TRAINED FOR THESE POSITIONS AS WELL. GOI IS 
CONFRONTED WITH DIFFICULT TASK OF BALANCING NEED TO ALLAY CRITICISM 
OF FOREIGN WORKER PROGRAM WITH GENUINE NEED FOR FOREIGN SKILLS TO 
ACHEIVE ECONOMIC GOALS AND ATTRACT FOREIGN INVESTMENT. ALTHOUGH 
NO CHANGES IN POLICY HAVE BEEN PUBLICLY INDICATED SO FAR, GOI 
ADMINISTRATION OF FOREIGN LABOR PROGRAM MAY BE MOVING TOWARD MORE 
RESTRICTIVE PRACTIVES, IN RECENT MONTHS EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED 
COMPLAINTS FROM U.S. BUSINESS FIRMS CONCERNING GROWING DIFFICULTIES 
IN RENEWING WORK PERMITS FOR EXPATRIATE EMPLOYEES AND OBTAINING 
APPROVALS FOR NEW APPLICATIONS. NEWSOM 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, MEETING REPORTS, FOREIGN WORKERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 APR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976JAKART05217 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 50-1 070 
From: JAKARTA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760440/aaaabhmd.tel 

Line Count: 82 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: BoyleJA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <25 MAY 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <20 SEP 2004 by BoyleJA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FOREIGN WORKERS 

TAGS: ELAB, ID, US 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



